
Citing journal articles with a single author 

Holt, R. D. 1990. The microevolutionary consequences of climate change. Trends in 

Ecology and Evolution 5:311-315. 

Notes:  

1. Give the author's last name (surname) first, then initials only, not the author's full 

given names (Holt, R. D., not Holt, Robert David).  

2. The year of publication (1990), followed by a period, is placed immediately after 

the author's name.  

3. The title of the article (The microevolutionary consequences of climate change) 

is set in lowercase, except for the initial capital and any proper nouns (see the 

word British in the next example). The title is followed by a period. 

4. The title of the article is not italicized.  

5. No quotation marks enclose the title of the article. 

6. The journal name (Trends in Ecology and Evolution) follows full capitalization 

rules for titles (each word is capitalized except for conjunctions, articles, and 

prepositions).  

7. The journal name is not italicized.  

8. The volume number and page range for the article, separated by a colon, without 

any spaces (5:311-315), follow the journal name without any intervening 

punctuation (Trends in Ecology and Evolution 5:311-315). 

9. A period appears after the page range to end the citation. 

10. In-text reference to this article would be:  Holt (1990) or (Holt 1990). Do not 

give the particular page(s) cited for in-text citations of journal articles. 

 

Citing journal articles with a two or more authors 

Lennon, J. J., P. Koleff, J. J. D. Greenwood, and K. J. Gaston. 2001. The geographical 

structure of British bird distributions: diversity, spatial turnover and scale. Journal 

of Animal Ecology 70:966-979. 

Notes:  

1. The first author's name is entered in the same way as for a single-author journal 

article: last name first, followed by initials for given name(s).  

2. Names of the second and any additional authors are not inverted: initials for 

given name(s) first, followed by last name.  

3. All other elements appear exactly as for a single-author journal article. 

4. In-text reference to this article (three or more authors) would be:  Lennon et al. 

(1990) or (Lennon et al. 1990). Note that et al. (an abbreviation for et allii, Latin 

for and others) is italicized. 



5. For articles with exactly two authors, use and instead of et al.:  Brown and Smith 

(2004) or (Brown and Smith 2004). 

 

Citing books 

Darwin, C. 1859. The origin of species by means of natural selection. Murray, London. 

 

Notes:  

1. The book title is not italicized.  

2. Author names (single or multiple) and year of publication appear just as they 

would for a journal article. 

3. The name of the publisher and the city of publication, separated by a comma and 

followed by a period, end the citation. 

4. No page numbers are given. You may cite page numbers in the text, if necessary, 

as shown in the next note. 

5. In-text reference to this book would be:  Darwin (1859) or (Darwin 1859). To 

cite a particular page in a book: Darwin (1859, p. 325) or (Darwin 1859, p. 325).   

 

A titled chapter in an edited book 

Colwell, R. K. 1984. What's new? Community ecology discovers biology. Pages 387-397 

in Price, P. W., C. N. Slobodchikoff, and W. S. Gaud, eds. A new ecology: novel 

approaches to interactive systems. Wiley, New York. 

Notes:  

1. The format for authors, year of publication, and title of the chapter (What's new? 

Community ecology discovers biology) follows the rules for journal articles.  

2. The pages that the chapter occupies in the book appear as shown above in the 

example (Pages 387-397), followed by the italicized word in.  

3. The editor (or list of editors) of the book itself appears just as for a journal article, 

but is followed by: "ed." (for one author) or "eds." (for more than one editor). In 

the example: Price, P. W., C. N. Slobodchikoff, and W. S. Gaud, eds. 

4. The publisher and city of publication end the citation entry, as for any other book. 

5. In-text reference to this article would be:  Colwell (1984) or (Colwell 1984). The 

editors are not mentioned in this case. 

 

This document is based on one written by R. Colwell, and is used with his permission. 


